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ABSTRACT : The flow around heated cylinders has already been investigated by many 
researchers. Object of the present examination is an electrically heated circular cylinder placed 
in a parallel flow in a wind tunnel. The experimental tests were carried out at low Reynolds 
numbers (Re<200), thus the flow field was approximately two dimensional (same flow in every 
normal plan of the heated circular cylinder). The relationship between the vortices and the heat 
transfer was determined by relevant numerical simulations. Experimental results showed that 
vortices are shed with a frequency almost identical to that of the heat transfer from the cylinder. 
this transfer takes place in ‘heat packages’. Validation of numerical simulations (in case of 
velocity field) was done with the help of PIV (Particle Image Velocimetry). The main objective of 
the present experimental investigation is validating the temperature field results of numerical 
simulations. Two dimensional flow and the principle of Schlieren measurement technique were 
used to visualize the temperature field. The Z-type Schlieren technique was applied to measure 
the temperature distribution. The experiments were carried out at free and forced convection in 
a 0.5x0.5 m cross-section wind tunnel. The measurement technique and results were shown at 
different levels of forced convection. 
 
 

1 Introduction 

Prismatic bodies being placed in a flow often have different temperature compared to that of the 
surroundings such as electrical transmission lines, cartridge heaters, pipes of heat exchangers, 
factory chimneys etc. The structure of the flow around prismatic bodies has been already examined 
for a long time. Also the z-type Schlieren measurement technique has also been investigated by 
many researchers [1-3]. One example for the use of the Schlieren technique is the visualization of 
shockwaves in a supersonic tunnel [4]. The system is basically adapted for 2D measurements, as 
there are many problems with 3D measurements [1]. Also the method has been used for general 
visualization of heat transport processes [1]. Our experimental tests were conducted at low 
Reynolds numbers (Re<200), thus the flow field was approximately two dimensional (same flow in 
every normal plan of the heated circular cylinder). In this work the adaptability of a Schlieren 
system is investigated to the described setup, which should be ultimately applicable in a wind tunnel 
in order to investigate free and forced convection flows. An electrically heated circular cylinder was 
placed perpendicular to the flow in a wind tunnel. The measurements were executed at free and 
forced convection in a 0.5x0.5 meter cross-section wind tunnel. The diameter of the heated circular 
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cylinder was 10 mm. The temperature of the cylinder was 300 oC and the range of velocity was 
from 0-0.3 m/s.  

2 Principle of Schlieren Measurement Technique 

The basic optical Schlieren system uses light from a single collimated source shining on or from 
behind a target object. Variations in the refractive index, being caused by density gradients in the 
fluid, distort the collimated light beam. The light source is placed in the focal point of the first 
mirror (see Fig. 1). The knife-edge is placed in the focal point of the second mirror, so that it blocks 
about half of the light. In flows of uniform density this will make the photograph half as bright. 
However in flows with density variations the beam is deviated and focused in an area covered by 
the knife-edge and thus is blocked. The result is a set of lighter and darker patches corresponding to 
positive and negative fluid density gradients in the direction normal to the knife-edge. When a knife 
edge is used, the system is generally referred to as a Schlieren system, which measures the first 
derivate of density in the direction of the knife-edge. Temperature is determined from the density 
(refractive index) [1]. The principle of the Schlieren technique is shown in Fig. 1.  
 

 
Fig. 1 Principle of Schlieren measurement technique (knife-edge and color filter) 

 
The sensitivity of a measuring instrument is one of its basic characteristics, relating the output of 
the instrument and the input received. In the case of the here considered Schlieren optics, the output 
is a 2-D image in x  and y  – coordinates. More specifically, it is an array of picture elements 
characterized by their amplitude or grayscale contrast variations. 
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2.1 Temperature Calculation 

A light ray passing through an inhomogeneous medium suffers a deviation in its trajectory in a 
certain angle [5]. This angle depends on the refractive index and the thickness of the medium under 
test. The equation of the ray path through an inhomogeneous medium is expressed as 
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where ( , , )m mn n x y z  is the refraction index of the medium, ds is arc length and r


 is a position 

vector.  
By considering the approximation of small angles of deviation,  , the measured deviation at the 
observation plane (the exit focal plane) is 2 2tanx f f    , where 2f  is the focal length of the 

focusing mirror in a two-mirror Schlieren system (in this type of system the first mirror serves to 
collimate the entering light). The equation (1) can be written as [5] 
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where   can be x  or y , depending on the direction in which the knife blocks out the light. 

Combining the Gladstone-Dale equation,  1 ,mn K   where K  is the Gladstone-Dale constant, 

and equation (2), leads to the following equation: 
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where   is the gas density and h  is the thickness of the inhomogeneous medium under test, in the 
ray propagation direction. The Gladstone-Dale constant K  depends on the medium composition 
and the wavelength.  
Once   has been determined from equation (3) it can be substituted into equation (4) to obtain the 
corresponding temperature by [6] 
 

0 0
0 0

1
.

1x m

n
T T T

n





 


  (4) 

 
In equation (4), 0n  and 0  are the refraction index and density at reference temperature 0 ,T  and T  

is the value of the temperature of interest. 

2.2 Calibration Curve 

In a Schlieren system, the blockage of light by a knife-edge placed at the exit focal plane is due to 
the deviation of light by an inhomogeneous medium. This blockage can be similarly obtained in a 
homogeneous medium by a knife-edge which is allowed to be translated laterally by a quantity x . 
By considering this, we can establish a relationship between the light levels at the observation plane 
(the exit focal plane) to the corresponding transverse knife-edge position. This transverse position 
may cover the conditions from no cutoff of light (maximum intensity) to full cutoff of light 
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(minimum intensity). Relationship between x  and light intensity was determined by 3-axis stage 
(see in Fig. 2). 
 

 
Fig. 2 Knife-edge and color filter with 3-axis stage 

3 Application of the Z-type Schlieren System in the Wind Tunnel 

General recommendation for the applications of a z-type Schlieren system [1]: 
 According to an old rule, the mirror thickness ought to be 12-17% of mirror diameter for 

stability. 
 To achieve good quality, the ratio of the mirror surface smoothness should be between 

/ 8 /10,   where   is the wavelength of the light and the ratio gives the deflection of the 
wave front, caused by the surface roughness of the mirror. 

 A minimum distance between the field mirrors of about 2 ,f  is required to provide enough 
space for the test area, where f  is the mirror focal length. 

 The recommended process to minimize both astigmatism and coma is to limit to offset 
angles   to their minimum practical values. Furthermore, mirrors with /f n  number where 
n  equal to 6 or greater are strongly recommended. The mirror power in z-type Schlieren 
system is usually between / 6f  and /12,f  where /f n  expresses the ratio of the length 
and mirror or lens diameter. 

 
Property Value 

Mirror thickness 25% of the diameter 
Optical quality of the mirror / 8  
Offset angle 3.81o   
Power of lens /10f

Distance between the mirrors 450 _0L mm

Table 1 Properties of the applied components in the z-type Schlieren system 
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Fig. 3 Measurement setup of the z-type Schlieren system in the wind tunnel 

4 Visualization of the Temperature Field 

The temperature field was determined by z-type Schlieren system. Different types of color filters 
were made for the first test [7]. These color filters were made by hand (see in Fig. 4). 
 

 
Fig. 4 Color filters 

 
The second and third color filter did not good for the measurement, because the closed part of the 
color filter was too big so decrease the system sensitivity. First and fourth types of color filters were 
good for the measurements. In the first test: the diameter of the point light source was 5 mm, 
therefore the closed part of the color filters also 5 mm (only the deflected ray go through the color 
filter). 
Best result was made by the fourth type of color filter (see in Fig. 4) and the real Schlieren pictures 
shown in the Fig. 5. 
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Fig. 5 First Schlieren pictures (300 oC and velocity range 0-0.3 m/s) 

 
Simple knife-edge and striped color filter (see in Fig. 1 and Fig. 2) were applied to the next part of 
measurement. Calibration curve (determine relationship between light intensity and x ) and 
reference picture were made in the first part of the measurement. Next part of process was to record 
a lot of picture from free convection to forced convection (until 0.3 m/s). Temperature field was 
determined from the calibration curve and recorded pictures. The results of temperature field only 
visualized the average value of the 3D flow (because the principle of Schlieren measurement 
technique). Calculated temperature field shown in Fig. 6. 
 

 
Fig. 6 Temperature field (300 oC and velocity range 0-0.3 m/s) 

 
The new color Schlieren pictures were made by striped color filter (see in Fig. 1) and the calibration 
curve was determined the relationship between the Hue (one of the main properties of a color) and  

x ). Temperature field was determined from the calibration curve and temperature field calculation 
process (see in Chapter 2.1). 

4 Conclusion 

The measurements results presented in this work confirm that the z-type Schlieren system is in 
principle suitable to visualize and quantitative analyze the temperature field in a wind tunnel. 
However, considerable improvement (such us precision color filter) is still required in the existing 
system to make more precise and really accurate measurements. In order to analyze the images in a 
further step, the recording quality must be increased to get more meaningful images. These 
temperature field results will be good to validate our results of numerical simulations (numerical 
simulations are made by own code and commercial software). First Schlieren results and numerical 
simulations are very similar; therefore our Schlieren system is suitable for validation of numerical 
simulation, but it is still required further development.  



 

ISFV14 – Daegu / Korea – 2010 

APPLICATION OF Z-TYPE SCHLIEREN TECHNIQUE FOR FLOW VISUALIZATION AROUND HEATED 

CYLINDER 

7

Acknowledgements 

The authors are grateful to NKTH-OTKA (68207) and to the Hungarian-German Intergovernmental 
S&T cooperation programs P-MÖB/386, for the financial support of this research. 

References 

1 Settles, G. S.: Schlieren and Shadowgraph Techniques: Visualizing Phenomena in Transparent Media, 
Springer-Verlag, Berlin, Heidelberg, 2001. 

2 Baranyi, L., Szabó, Sz., Bolló, B., Bordás, R.: Analysis of Low Reynolds Number Flow around a Heated 
Circular Cylinder, Journal of Mechanical Science and Technology 23 (2009) 1829-1834. 

3 Baranyi, L., Szabó, Sz., Bolló, B., Bordás, R.: Analysis of Flow Around a Heated Circular Cylinder, 
Proc. 7th JSME-KSME Thermal and Fluids Engineering Conference, Sapporo, Japan, 2008, Paper 08-
201, A 115, pp. 1-4.  

4 Bencs, P., Bordás, R., Zähringer, K., Szabó, Sz., Thévenin, D.: Towards the Application of a Schlieren 
Measurement Technique in a Wind-Tunnel, Micro CAD International Computer Science Conference, 
Miskolc, Hungary, 2009, pp. 13-20. 

5 Toepler A 1992 Observations by new optical method in fluid Selected Papers on Schlieren Optics (SPIE 
Milestone Series) ed J R Meyer-Arendt and B J Thomson (Bellingham, WA: SPIE) 

6 C. Alvarez-Herrera, D. Moreno-Hernández, és B. Barrientos-Garcíıa, “Temperature measurement of an 
axisymmetric flame by using a schlieren system,” Journal of Optics A: Pure and Applied Optics 10 
(2008): 104014. 

7 Kleine, H., Verbesserung optischer Methoden für die Gasdynamik, Dissertation RWTH Aachen, 1993 
 

Copyright Statement 

The authors confirm that they, and/or their company or institution, hold copyright on all of the original material 
included in their paper. They also confirm they have obtained permission, from the copyright holder of any third party 
material included in their paper, to publish it as part of their paper. The authors grant full permission for the publication 
and distribution of their paper as part of the ISFV14 proceedings or as individual off-prints from the proceedings. 
 


	Pages from Main.PDF.pdf
	1E4-234
	HOME
	Program

	6B5-240
	HOME
	Program




